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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will explore the anthropological, theological, sociological, historical, musicological, philosophical and practical underpinnings of Christian community as it relates to the contemporary Christian worship movements of the past century.

Comparing and contrasting contemporary Christian worship praxis with historical Christian worship praxis, and that of other major religious traditions of today, students will explore the significant cultural movements of the past 500 years that have led to what many have termed to be the most significant global liturgical changes of Christian history. With particular emphasis on the historical, social, cultural and biblical context of the contemporary worship movements of the 20th and 21st century, we will address the practical leadership skills that make one an effective leader of Christian worship in today’s varied postmodern context.

With a view to invest current Christian worship practice with the riches of ancient worship practice, students will critically examine the lyrics, musical genres and psycho-social effects of the contemporary songs supporting the current and emerging faith community ethos. Further to this, we will venture into the Christian musical landscapes reflecting postmodern spiritualities. Principled music and musical leadership studies will address arenas such as arranging contemporary music “bands,” mentoring inexperienced leaders, and integrating pastoral theology into worship leadership.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

As a student in FY100…

1. You will gain an appreciation for the philosophical, social and cultural underpinnings of the contemporary Christian worship movement.

2. You will glean a foundational knowledge of non-Christian approaches to worship, and the emerging movements and patterns shaping contemporary Christian worship leadership today.

3. You will gain a greater appreciation for the biblical and historical nature of worship and worship leadership.

4. You will become more aware of the skills, experience-base, attributes and character traits of effective contemporary worship leaders.

5. You will learn the fundamentals of consistently and effectively leading small and large groups in meaningful worship experiences.

COURSE TEXTS AND MEDIA

No one volume will address the diverse themes of this course adequately. A collection of books, articles and media will be accessed for the instruction. Note: Much of our coursework will be in digital format, so if the student owns, or can purchase an iPod or mp3 player for this course, it will prove to be invaluable. 
Required Course Books & Media:

Andy Park, To Know You More. Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2003.

Dan Wilt, Contemporary Worship. Nashville: Broadman Holman Publishers, 2005 (single chapter in manuscript form – available from office).

Additional Course Books & Media (on reserve):

Eerdman’s Handbook Of World Religions. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 1994.

Paul Basden, ed., Exploring The Worship Spectrum: Six Views (Counterpoints). Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.

Robert Webber, ed., The Encyclopedia Of Christian Worship: Twenty Centuries Of Christian Worship, Vol. II. Nashville: Star Song Publishing Group, 1994.

N.T. Wright, For All God’s Worth. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997.

Brian Doerksen and Dan Wilt (Host), Faithful One. Anaheim: Vineyard Worship Resources/Vineyard Music, 2005. (CD Audio Course)

Matt Redman and Dan Wilt (Host), Back To The Heart. Anaheim: Vineyard Worship Resources/Vineyard Music, 2005. (CD Audio Course)

N.T. Wright and Dan Wilt (Host), Reclaiming Worship. Anaheim: Vineyard Worship Resources/Vineyard Music, 2005. (CD Audio Course)

Dan Wilt and Various, What Is Worship? Anaheim: Vineyard Worship Resources/Vineyard Music, 2005. (DVD Media)

Dan Wilt and Various, Leading Worship. Anaheim: Vineyard Worship Resources/Vineyard Music, 2003. (DVD Media)

Handouts:

A significant amount of articles and audios will be integrated throughout the semester for reading/listening and written response. Many of these will be from the most current periodicals, available on the web and in print, including Inside Worship Magazine, Worship Leader Magazine, Christian History and others.

Loan Library:

A library of books, magazines and media materials will be accessible to the students from my office in the N.D. Lea Centre. These will prove to be especially helpful for the written work.

Reading List:

An expanded reading list for further research will be provided to the students the first day of class.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Critical Book Review – 30%

A critical review of one of the books in the reading list of no less than 2000 words (no more than 3000) will be due on Nov. 18. As a formal critical book review, footnotes and significant background reading are expected. A bibliography of at least 10 sources is required (50% or less can be web resources). Further guidelines and deadlines will be discussed in class. With this review each student will lead a 30 minute seminar on their topic. Additional details will be given in class. 

2. Chapel Worship Leadership Evaluation, 20%

Students will thoughtfully prepare, and co-lead a simple worship liturgy of 30 minutes in one of St. Stephen’s chapel services later in the semester. Grading will be based on application of principles taught in class, organization, time-sensitivity, accessed sources, set philosophy, fluidity and both personal and class video evaluation.

3. Preparation For/Participation In Class Discussions, 20%

Students are expected to contribute to class time by completing assignments and by sharing information and insights gleaned through background readings on a continuing basis. Since we meet just once a week, regular attendance is a requirement in this course. Marks will be reduced for classes missed. If a student is unable to attend a particular class, he/she is expected to advise the instructor two (2) days in advance via email.

4. Final Exam – 30% (take-home)

Students are required to read carefully a minimum of 25 sources throughout the duration of this course. These can be taken from the books and websites on the reading list, and additional works if approved by the instructor. 

Students should manage their time sensibly throughout the course to ensure that the reading gets done. The final exam will consist of one essay question of no more than 3000 words. You will be asked to list the sources you have read during the term and then use these to fashion your answer to the particular question. The exact essay question for the take home exam will be distributed on Friday, Nov. 18 to ensure plenty of time for each student to research, reflect upon and write the essay. The essay is due on Thursday, December 8.
